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ALBANY HEALTH CAMPUS — ASSAULT 
Question on Notice 2931 — Answer Advice 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.08 pm]: Pursuant to standing 
order 108(2), I inform the house that the answer to question on notice 2931 asked by Hon Dr Steve Thomas on 
12 May 2020 to me, as parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Health, will be provided by 25 June 2020. 

Point of Order 
Hon SIMON O’BRIEN: If I may, Madam President, I regret doing this, but not so much as to refrain from raising 
the point of order. The point of order relates to standing order 106 in relation to answers to questions. It has often 
been said colloquially in this place that members can ask a question and they may not like the answer, but that is 
the answer they get; there is no standing order to that effect. The standing order is 106, which requires — 

An answer shall be concise — 
We have a few of those — 

and relevant. 
When I ask specific questions, as do other members here, to try to hold this government to account, we expect an 
answer. We do not expect to be fobbed off with a refusal to answer. 
A member interjected. 

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN: That is not relevant. The requirement is that an answer shall be relevant. Look up your 
standing orders and you might come to another point of view! 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon SIMON O’BRIEN: Go and ask your Attorney General; he is the font of all wisdom, is he not? 
A member interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Members! 
Hon SIMON O’BRIEN: Or your Premier! 
A member interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Members! The first thing I will say, and I appreciate that these are difficult circumstances 
here, is that, member, I appreciate that you are not actually speaking from your seat. Perhaps it might have been easier 
if somebody had vacated so that you could speak from a non-designated seat, but that is beside the point. I am not 
going to pick up on that point of order. 
Hon Simon O’Brien: Well, this is a designated seat. 
The PRESIDENT: It is a designated seat for the Whip. As you know, member, people ask questions in this place 
and, as you rightly said, they do not always get the answer they want or expect. I have noted of late that there has 
been an increase in the number of very detailed and very long questions in this house, and the responses are 
sometimes lengthy as well in reply. I am not going to pick up on that point of order, but I will note that you have 
made your comment. 
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